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Editorial

Two major events took place in last twelve
months. During the last week of October
2008, Minsk, the capital of Belarus, hosted the
best puzzlers from all over the world at the
17th World Puzzle Championship. It was an
exciting competition, as usual. The General
Assembly of the WPF announced a very im-
portant decision – that from the year 2011 on,
WPC and WSC will be held simultaneously.
Obviously, two major events every year consti-
tute a significant financial burden for many
teams. With this new formula the standard
WPC will undergo some changes, and it will
definitely be a challenge for future organizers.

In April 2009, the 4th WSC took place in the
town of Žilina in Slovakia and a new name
surfaced among the best world puzzlers. Jan
Mrozowski of Poland became the new cham-
pion in solving sudoku puzzles.

Philadelphia and Warsaw respectively were
chosen to host the WSC and WPC in 2010.
Preparations for these two events are under
way.

But, before that, welcome to Antalya,
Turkey, where the 18th WPC is just about to
start.

See you there on November 3rd. The best
of luck to all teams!

Valter Kvalić

Warsaw

Philadelphia

Antalya
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The 17th World Puzzle
Championship showed that
real puzzle enthusiasts do
exist. Though it was planned
to be held in Vilnus, Lithua-
nia, the location of the venue
changed quite suddenly. So
here we are in Minsk, Be-
larus, at the 17th WPC with
the help of a pretty famous
puzzlemaker, Vladimir Portu-
galov, who by necessity had
to play the part of organizer
this time. 

The event
The most important global

action in the world of puzzles
took place in Minsk, the capi-
tal of Belarus, from the 27th
of  October to the 1st of  No-
vember 2008.  The chosen
venue was the hotel Belarus,
located in the centre of Minsk
in a picturesque place near
the bank of the Svisloch, the
river that crosses the whole
city. You just needed to enter
the hotel to feel the atmos-
phere of a big brain challenge
about to happen. The hall
was full of puzzlers, sitting
and training their brains again
and again: different sorts of
sudoku, logical, math prob-
lems. So that’s how the first
day began. In the evening a

traditional welcome party took
place. It was heartwarming to
see such a lovely reunion of
old friends.

The second day was
mainly occupied with a trip to
the village and museum
Dudutki, where puzzlers had
fun exploring the mysteries of
ancient Belarusian handi-
crafts and tasting the national
cuisine. 

WPC business came after
pleasure but not instead of.
The third day – time for the
official opening and competi-
tion. Just a few interesting
facts for a start. The 17th
World Puzzle Championship
had a local team for a debut!
The Belarusian team was se-
lected according to the results
of the 7th Belarusian Puzzle
Championship. Hopefully, this

beginning will have a continu-
ation.  

But, let’s go back to the
competition, or rather, to the
puzzles. The logo for the 17th
World Puzzle Championship
was designed as a multiple-
unit image that consisted of
three main symbols: the num-
ber “17,” the letters “WPC”
and the colours green and
red to match the colours of
the Belarus national flag. This
logo dominated as a pattern
for all the puzzles in the “Wel-
come” part of the competition.
No surprise, because the
logo was created by Vladimir
Portugalov, who also was the
author of some puzzles for
this WPC. Most of the puz-
zles were created by the fa-
mous Russian puzzlemakers
Andrey Bogdanov and Olga

WPC 2009 - BY JULIE ZAYARNAYA

The 17th WPC
Minsk 2008
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Leontieva. And they suc-
ceeded in making pretty
tough puzzles, a good brain
workout. Some participants
spent about 40 minutes for
one puzzle and their solutions
were wrong. But most of the
puzzle players appreciated
the puzzles at their true
value. Also there were 17
participants in the Individual
final. 

Of course the most impres-
sive was the tour of mechani-
cal puzzles. In one task,
teams had to assemble differ-
ent wooden elements into a
certain figure. The shape of
this very figure was a model
of the Belarusian National Li-
brary building, a polyhedron
that looks like a diamond. 

The results
I remember the words of

Will Shortz about a potential
winner of the WPC: “To be
succesful at this champi-
onship your mind has to be
very logical, you have to think
fast and be very careful,” The
three-day competition discov-
ered the quickest and the
most careful puzzler – Ulrich
Voight, who got his title back
again. He managed to win
with a break of almost 200
points. In second place,
Mehmet Murat Sevim from
Turkey, and in third place,
Roger Barkan from the USA,
who were quite close to each
other by only 25 points. 

In spite of a quite tricky fi-
nals system (first 17 partici-
pants got to play off) the
distribution of prize places

stayed the same as after the
preliminary parts. There were
no such surprises like at the
previous Championship in
Rio de Janeiro. 

The USA team won for the
third year in a row, a record at
the WPC. This was their 11th
team victory as a whole. The
most serious competition for
the American dream team
was from Japan and the
Czech Republic. The noob-
team from Belarus could take
only the 16th place. [Valter,
what is that term noob-team?
Is it correct? Does it mean
new team?]

The team of 
organizers
The 17th WPC was organ-

ized by a group of real enthu-
siasts that simply love
creating puzzles. Vladimir
Portugalov (Belarus), Andrey
Bogdanov and Olga Leon-
tieva (Russia). This time
Vladimir appeared to be not
only a brilliant puzzlemaker
but more importantly, a brave
man. He had only four
months to organize such a
global action, but he suc-
ceeded very well. Actually,
Vladimir Portugalov was the
first one in Belarus who went
in for puzzles on a profes-
sional level; he started train-
ing pupils and students,
organizing local champi-
onships. Don’t forget to check
Vladimir Portugalov’s puzzle
webzine  HYPERLINK
“http://forsmarts.com/“
http://forsmarts.com/ for new
clues.

Two Russian puzzle mak-

ers, Andrey Bogdanov and
Olga Leontieva, were in-
volved more in creating puz-
zles for the championship
and checking solutions. Both
of them take part in organiz-
ing the most important Russ-
ian events, championships in
the puzzle sphere. For exam-
ple, the Moscow Puzzle Cup
and the Russian Puzzle/Su-
doku Championship. Also,
Andrey is a four-time Russian
Puzzle Champion.

Goodbye, Minsk!
The results of the WPC are

not the main part of the com-
petition. It was an incredible
week, both for participants
and organizers. So many un-
usual and clever people from
different parts of the world
gathered in one place for a
short period of time. Commu-
nication, mutual exchange of
ideas, experiences – those
things do matter even more. 

Now to say a few words
about the farewell party and
finish the report. On Friday all
the participants, guests, WPF
members and organizers
gathered at the restaurant
Panorama to celebrate. The
restaurant is located on the
22nd floor of the hotel, and
the view from each window
was just amazing. So was the
atmosphere of celebration.
Vladimir Portugalov said
some emotional goodbye
words, congratulated champi-
ons and presented their
prizes, and gave souvenirs to
each participant. Time to say
goodbye and see you in
Turkey!
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The 4th WSC
WSC 2009 - BY JAN FARKAŠ

Come
and take a breath

of its never ending beauty, 
its mystery, 

its hospitality and 
opportunities. 

SLOVAKIA a little big 
country.

Exactly these words were
the beginning of presentation
which gave the opportunity to
organize WSC 2009 in Slova-
kia. Organizers prepared not
only the competition to win
the title but also fun, humour
and several surprises for
friends gathered together
through the hobby called su-
doku.

This hobby absorbed alto-
gether 166 participants from
28 countries and Canada,
Vietnam, Pakistan, Philip-
pines, Bangladesh, Colombia,
Malaysia and Romania called
off the participation because
of different, mainly financial
causes. Except organizers,
there was also a contribution
of tasks from authors from
Japan, Korea, Singapore,
Russia and Great Britain.
Championship in Slovakia it-
self was groundbreaking in
many moments. Thanks to
Morocco Africa took part in for
the first time in history of WPC
or WSC. Belarus and Luxem-

bourg, represented only in
competition of individuals up
to now, took part in competi-
tion of teams this time. 

But let’s go in the order.
Preliminary round, focused on
the classics, was the best for
2-fold world champion
Thomas Snyder from the
USA, who immediately estab-
lished a promising lead over
other competitors. The sec-
ond round with symbols of
Maya, Roman and digital dig-
its all minions managed
equally. In the third snowman
round Thomas solidified his
leadership and after him an-

other group got split. There
were following competitors:
Jan Mrozovski (POL), Jakub
Ondroušek and Ján Novotný
(both CZE), Guarav Korde
(IND), Jocelyn Bogreau and
Frédérique Rogeaux (both
FRA), Vincent Bertrand (BEL)
and Hideaki Jo (JAP).

This was followed by an at-
tempt to overcome the world
record of fastest solving of su-
doku. This idea rised as a re-
action for Guinness records in
composing of Rubik cube and
rules were also taken from re-
quirements of Institution of
Guinness records. So the

Žilina Slovakia 2009

Held under the aegis of the 
President of the Žilina self 

governing region Mr. Juraj Blanár
and of the lord mayor of Žilina 

Mr. Ivan Harman.
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task has these rules: it is the
classic sudoku 9x9, every
number from 1 to 9 must be
used exactly three times, in
every row, column and box
3x3 are presented exactly 3
numbers and the stage of in-
tensity is on hard level. Slo-
vaks organized the
constituting attempt (Pavel
Jaselský 5:25) as the part of
national championship in
2008 with the participation of
solvers from Hungary, Poland
and Czech Republic. It was
being awaited, that time
would be overcome, but it
would also need a lot of expe-
rience and luck as well. How-
ever, a wonderful surprise
came. By nobody favourited
Belgium competitor Vincent
Bertrand reached time 3:06
about which it will be spoken
as about the time from an-
other planet for quite a long
time. Talented 18 years old
Belgian overcame all champi-
ons by almost 3 minutes, be-
cause the second fastest time
of record mind bender in
world championship was
5:58.

Thomas Snyder (USA) was
still ahead of others, there
was an equal trinity after him -
Vincent Bertrand (BEL), Ján
Novotný (CZE) and Jan Mro-
zowski (POL). The best 36
competitors got to semi final,
creating 4 groups. According
to principle of athletic runs,
winner of each group got to a
final round and next 4 partici-
pants from the rest with the
best result and time of hand-
ing out got there as well.
Those who forgot about tac-
tics missed the final. Unusual

rules were criticized by some
participants after competition,
but there was no complaining
about this system before
competition despite the fact,
that rules were published 4
months before championship.

So this meant that leader
did not get to final round, but
those, who were able to fight
and tactically manage the
rules of semi final at the same
time, did so. The best eight fi-
nally competed in dramatic
and emotional fight in front of
views of everybody else.
100% concentration and sec-
onds decided. The winner
could be only one and that
was.  

The news of championship
was also separate competi-
tion of teams. The team con-
sisted of three contestants
from the same country -
mixed teams were not al-
lowed. The results of individu-
als did not count already and
if a country had created more
national teams, the only result
that counted was the best one
out of all of them. The aim of it
was to show real unity and
ability to work together be-
tween particular members
and to uncover strengths but
also weak sides of team and
so the result of team was not
based on result of the best in-
dividual in the group as it
used to be up till now. The

team Poland 1 started the
competition as the best one,
France 1 and Czech Repub-
lic, champions from the previ-
ous year, were closely after
him. The team Hungary 1
seconded greatly in next
round and they immediately
reached the first place. Teams
had to manage in unusual
relay, which reminded of ath-
letic runs, where a mistake of
one player resulted in loss of
whole team. The biggest loss
because of that was in the
team of the USA, who lost all
needed points and also a real
possibility of winning the title
of champion - all because of a
little mistake in the first task.
Slovaks and the teams of
Serbia and Czech Republic
acquitted themselves well in
the first task though. In round
called “a strategy”, Japanese
started with offense. However,
if they had not made a mis-
take, they would have at-
tacked the first place.    

Cube 4D sudoku, which
was the news watched by
media, was presented at the
end and it was shown for the
first time just in the fourth
world championship. How-
ever, organizers did not avoid
particular problems that
stemmed from news, which
they wanted to offer all partici-
pants of WSC. As one of the
foreign captains said: “Slovak
organizers chose their own
way and showed us that a lot
of things could be done differ-
ently and more interestingly.
However, only time will show,
which ones of these innovat-
ing ideas will last longer.” Well
let surprise us next year in
American city Philadelphia.
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It wasn’t too big a surprise
for the world of Sudoku when
Jan Mrozowski – a 22-year-
old student from Krakow,
Poland, won the 4th World
Sudoku Championship in
April 2009 in Zilina.

Everyone had known that
only a few people were able
to beat Thomas Snyder  dur-
ing the 4th WSC. Jan Mro-
zowski was among them. So
he was one of challengers.

He was recognized in
Poland as a strong Sudoku
solver during the 1st Polish
Sudoku Championship. He
competed a second time but
he made one mistake in one
of four puzzles and finally he
took 32nd place. It was the
last time that he didn’t take
first place in an important Pol-
ish Sudoku competition.

He won 2nd, 3rd and 4 Pol-
ish Sudoku championship
and several other competi-
tions. In 2006 Jan took sec-
ond place in the OnLine
World Sudoku Championship
2006.

He took 18th place at the II
World Sudoku Champi-
onship, which made him  rec-
ognized as a strong Sudoku
solver in WPF area – be-
cause he took 2nd place in
the second round and 3rd
place in the fourth round

(there were 5 individual
rounds).

He is also a very good
solver in other puzzles. He
took 33rd place at the XVII
World Puzzle Championship
in Minsk. He  won XIII Polish
Puzzle Championship in Sep-
tember 2009.

Mrozowski is very quick
solver and, what is also im-
portant, he solves puzzles in
a very simple way. It is difficult
to believe, but he solves puz-
zles in his head and not on
the paper. The answer sheet
is, for him, only a device to

write down the results of solv-
ing. His answer sheet is al-
ways clean with only a few
additional marks or none at
all.

This happened during 4th
World Sudoku Champi-
onship. I asked him after one
of the rounds, “ Janek, how is
it going?”

“I made a mistake in sec-
ond puzzle,”  he answered.

“And what?,” I asked.
“Nothing. I reviewed in my

mind the eleven steps, cor-
rected the numbers and
found the correct solution.”

Portrait Of The Champion
Jan Mrozowski 
BY JACEK SZCZAP

Jan Mrozowski 
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The meeting was called to
order by chairman Vítezslav
Koudelka (Czech Republic)
on October 28 at 15:30. Other
board members present were
Peter Ritmeester, general
secretary (Netherlands); Will
Shortz, treasurer (USA); and
Valter Kvalic (Croatia).

The WPF member coun-
tries present for all or part of
the congress were Bulgaria,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Es-
tonia, Finland, Hungary,
Japan, Netherlands, Poland,
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia,
Turkey, and United States.
Belgium, China, Denmark,
France, and Italy were repre-
sented by proxy. The meeting
was held in three sessions
over two days.

Vítezslav opened the meet-
ing by welcoming the partici-
pants. The delegates
introduced themselves and
identified the organizations
they represent.

The agenda for the meeting
as presented by the board
was approved.

Will made a correction in
the minutes of the 9th Gen-
eral Assembly of the WPF, as
printed in the World Puzzle
Newsletter #13. Under “Re-
ports,” item “c,” it should be
said that the WPF ended the

previous year with
€25,835.95. With this correc-
tion, the minutes were ac-
cepted.

Reports
a) Peter discussed the rea-

sons for the board’s emer-
gency decision to move the
2008 WPC from Vilnius,
Lithuania, to Minsk, Belarus.
He stressed the need in future
years for potential WPC or-
ganizers to be supported by a
team of helpers, both puzzle-
makers and otherwise, rather
than for all the work to be
done by one individual. (Addi-
tional background on the
board’s decision appears in
the newsletter, pages 14-15.)

b) Peter handed out a re-
port on the WPF finances.
The WPF has a balance of
€23,430.40, with an additional
€5,504.10 in the office ac-
count.

c) Vitezslav announced that
the dues for 2009-10 would
again be €250 per country. As
always, members from
wealthier countries are en-
couraged to pay more.

d) Will made two correc-
tions to Newsletter #13. In the
Editor’s Message, page 3, it is
incorrectly stated that the

WPF board determined the
site of the 2009 WPC (in An-
talya, Turkey); it was the WPF
members who did so, by a
vote conducted by email in
June. Also, he said the report
on the 16th WPC (page 4,
column 3) contains an incor-
rect list of the top teams at the
championship; the correct list
appears on pages 21-22.

Valter was thanked for his
work in editing the newsletter.
He offered to edit it again for
2008-09 and requested con-
tributions from members.

Combining the
WPC and WSC

Vitezslav reopened the dis-
cussion, held over from 2007,
about combining the World
Puzzle Championship and
World Sudoku Championship
beginning in 2011.

The board presented the
following options: a) keep the
status quo, with two separate
WPF events each year; b)
have one WPF event a year,
alternating WPC and WSC; c)
have one WPF event a year,
combining the WPC and
WSC; or d) retain two WPF
events each year, but with the

Report
REPORT 

ON THE 10TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
WORLD PUZZLE FEDERATION

Minsk, Belarus, October 28 - 29, 2008

Will Shortz
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WSC always being held in the
same location.

After much discussion the
vote was: a — 1, b — 0, c —
11, d — 4. Thus, starting in
2011 the WPC and WSC will
be combined.

Website 
redesign
Peter reported requests

from several members that
the WPF website should be
redesigned, with more puzzle
content and more puzzle
news from around the world.
He said, however, he doesn’t
have the time to do this large
amount of work himself. The
board asked for volunteers
and said the position could in-
clude a modest stipend.

Will outlined the require-
ments of a WPF webmaster:
The person should have a
good knowledge of the WPC
and puzzles in general; suffi-
cient time to maintain the site;
fluency in English; and the
necessary technical expertise.

Jacek Szczap (Poland) pro-
posed that the WPF website
should include online puzzle
competitions in order to spur
interest in the organization.
Others felt the site should be
mainly informational in nature.

After discussions overnight,
WPC competitor Wei-Hwa
Huang (USA) volunteered for
the position, and his offer was
accepted.

WPF Statutes /
Regulations

György Istvan (Hungary)

distributed a sheet listing,
among other things, ways the
WPF statutes and regulations
are either out-of-date or in-
complete. For example, regu-
lation 3.2 says the WPC
participation fee should be not
more than US$400, whereas
the fee for all recent WPC’s
has been €400 (slightly more
than $400). Also, there is no
provision for voting by email,
which the WPF did in June.
And many more similar prob-
lems.

A committee of three —
György, Peter, and Will —
was appointed to study the
statutes and regulations and
propose changes.

WPF Rules and
procedures

Vítezslav announced that
the WPF still needs to pre-
pare guidelines and rules for
organizing and running a
WPC. A committee of five —
Vitezslav, Jacek, Blanka
Lehotská (Slovakia), Kamer
Alyanakyan (Turkey), and
Nick Baxter (USA) — was ap-
pointed to draft a proposal. It
was suggested that they di-
vide up the work in order to
speed progress. Vitezslav
proposed a deadline of Feb-
ruary 28, 2009, for a first draft,
to be discussed informally
next April at the WSC in
Zilina, Slovakia.

French Member-
ship

Vitezslav reported that the
WPF membership of Keesing,
in France, was being chal-

lenged by a second organiza-
tion, the Federation Française
des Jeux Mathematiques et
Logiques.

The WPF rules state that if
two competing groups cannot
agree to cooperate, the WPF
will decide by vote which one
would best further the WPF’s
interests in that country.

After overnight discussions,
Keesing and the Federation
Française des Jeux Mathe-
matiques et Logiques agreed
to cooperate after all, so no
vote was necessary.

2008 WPC
Losses

Vitezslav and Valter re-
ported, after meeting with
Vladimir Portugalov and a
representative of Trans Aero,
the company handling the
business arrangements for
the 2008 WPC, that Vladimir
might personally lose up to
€6,000 (exact amount not yet
known) in hosting the event.
The expected loss was due to
the sudden decline of the
value of the euro versus the
Belarusian ruble since the
contracts were signed, the ab-
sence of hoped-for sponsor-
ship, and other reasons.

Usually hosts are responsi-
ble for any such loss. In this
case, though — since
Vladimir assumed the hosting
assignment with only four
months’ notice — many mem-
bers felt his personal loss
should be reimbursed.

Nick Baxter (USA) pro-

REPORT Will Shortz
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posed that the WPF empower
the board to examine the
books and reimburse Vladimir
up to €6,000 for any loss he
personally incurred in hosting
the WPC. The proposal was
passed unanimously.

Election of
Board members

Five people — Blanka
Lehotská (Slovakia), Jacek
Szczap (Poland), Kamer
Alyanakyan (Turkey), Peter
Ritmeester (Netherlands),
and Vitezslav Koudelka
(Czech Republic) — were
nominated to fill the three
open positions on the WPF
board. Two of the positions
were for three years. The third
position was for one year, to
complete the unexpired term
of Hendrik Hardeman (India),
who had stepped down.

For the first position the
vote was as follows: Vitezslav
— 9, Peter — 5, Blanka — 2,
Jacek — 1. So Vitezslav was
reelected to a three-year
term.

For the second position:
Peter — 12, Blanka — 4,
Jacek — 1. So Peter was re-
elected to a three-year term.

For the third position the
vote was: Blanka — 7, Kamer
— 7, Jacek — 3. After elimi-
nating the lowest vote-getter,
a second vote was held:
Kamer — 10, Blanka — 8.
Thus, Kamer was elected to
fill out Hendrik’s unexpired
term.

Will commended all the
candidates and expressed the
wish that those who weren’t
elected stay involved and
keep contributing their ideas
to the WPF.

Site Selection
for the 2010 WPC

Vítezslav reported two of-
fers to host the 2010 WPC —
Poland and Serbia.

Jacek Szczap, representing
the Sfinks club, made the
presentation for Poland. On
behalf of Zoran Tanasic (Ser-
bia), who could not be pres-
ent, Valter presented the
Serbian bid.

After discussion, members
voted. The first two ballots
were tied. On the third ballot
Poland was selected 12-10.

Site Selection
for the 2010 WSC

Vítezslav reported only one
offer to host the 2010 WSC —
in Philadelphia, USA. Will and
Nick made a presentation.
The offer was accepted unan-
imously.

Statements
from the 2009
WPC and WSC 

Organizers
Jan Farkas and Blanka

Lehotská announced details
of the 4th WSC, to be held
April 23-27 in Zilina, Slovakia.
It will include an optional two-
day sightseeing trip before the
championship. Each country
will be permitted up to six
competitors, with three people
on a team.

Kamer made a slide pres-
entation regarding the 18th
WPC, to be held in October or
November 2009 in Antalya,
Turkey.

Closing
The members thanked

Vladimir Portugalov for a su-
perb WPC, which he organ-
ized under difficult
circumstances.

There being no further busi-
ness, the meeting was ad-
journed on October 29 at
19:05.

Olga Leontieva, Vladimir Portugalov and Andrey Bogdanov.
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WPC PUZZLES MINSK 2008

1. RECTANGLES 2. ARROWS

3. KAKURO

By using the lines given in the grid divide the
diagram into smaller rectangles. each
smaller rectangle must contain one number
which corresponds to the number of square
units it contains.

Put the arrows in the empty squares. All
arrows point towards the grid (in one of
the eight compass directions), and the
numbers in the grid indicate the number
of arrows facing them.

Enter a single
digit from 1 to 9 in
each empty
square so that the
horizontal sums
od the digits will
equal the number
given on the left,
and the vertical
sums of digits will
equal the number
given above. No
digit can be re-
peated within
sums,
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4. STAR BATTLE

5. ARITHMETIC SQUARE 6. SUMSCRAPERS

Place in the white cells the numbers one
through nine, each once. Given numbers show
the results of the corresponding expression. The
priority of the operations is usual - first multipli-
cation and division, then addition and subtrac-
tion (“two + two x two” equals six, not eight).

Place in the grid one-
cell stars, so that each
row, each column and
each shape outlined
by thicker lines contain
exactly three stars.
The stars cannot touch
each other, not even
diagonally. The black
square doesn’t contain
a star.

The grid symbolises a group of sky-
scrapers. Each row and column
contains skyscrapers of different
heights (one to six). The numbers
outside the grid indicate the sums of
the heights of all skyscrapers that
are visible from that direction.
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I would like to present an
open project “Puzzles for the
visually impaired“ aimed at
the complex problem  of puz-
zle accessibility for the visu-
ally impaired, for puzzle
adaptation and the solving
process, all compatible with
my own original software. I
would like to promote the co-
operation and communication
with active organizations di-
rectly involved with puzzles,
especially their visually chal-
lenged members. I want to
promote  puzzle digitalization,
special software develop-
ment, testing and results vali-
dation, and the integration of
visually impaired solvers into

the society of all puzzle
solvers.

Reduction or loss of visual
perception means, in prac-
tice, several very important
differences in working with
puzzles, such as the loss of
being able to see the puzzle
in global order (the whole
puzzle in front of the eyes).
Solvers with some loss of vi-
sion are able to work only lo-
cally. The structure, context,
state or content of the puzzle

needs to be described with
special forms, in order to pro-
vide accessible information
and effective real-solving pos-
sibilities. Complex sound or
speech support is the pillion
for information accessibility. A
puzzle for the dim-sighted in
my own software is effectively
magnified, with complex color
and shape description. For
the blind this information is ef-
fectively accessible by tactile
Braille devices too.

Puzzles for the
visually impaired

BY VLADIMIR ZAHORANSKY

The project Puzzles for vi-
sually impaired is aimed on
complex aspect of puzzles
accessibilities for visually
impaired, for puzzles adap-
tation and solving process,
in cooperation with devel-
oped software. Reduction or
lost of visual perception
means in practice the lost of
the possibility to see the
puzzle in global order
(whole puzzle in front of
eyes). Visually impaired is
able working only locally,
the structure, context, state
or content of the puzzle
need be described by spe-
cial forms, to allow accessi-
ble information or effective
real-solving possibilities. Dif-
ferent visually impaired has

very different needs about
the puzzle presentation or
forms of software assis-
tance during solving. Com-
plex sound or speech
support is the pillion for in-
formation accessibility. The
puzzle for low sighted is ef-
fectively magnified, with
complex color or shape-
style description. For blinds
is information effectively ac-
cessible by tactile Braille-
line devices too. All of these
implemented support possi-
bilities give the chance to
compensate reduction or
the lost of visual perception
and, by own belief, to inte-
grate visually impaired into
the society of puzzles
solvers.

Contact:
Mgr. Vladimír Zahoran-

ský
Department of mathe-

matics and statistics
Faculty of Science,

Masaryk University
Kotlářská 2, Pavillon 08
611 37 Brno, Czech re-

public
HYPERLINK “mailto:za-

horansky1@post.sk”za-
horansky1@post.sk,
HYPERLINK
“mailto:229996@mail.mun
i.cz”229996@mail.muni.cz
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I am approaching active
solvers and organizations in-
volved with puzzles to pro-
mote information about the
project, about the chance for
cooperation or communica-
tion about puzzle accessibility
for the visually impaired. Dif-
ferent visually challenged
people have very different

needs about the puzzle pres-
entation and the software as-
sistance possible during
solving, so we would like to
work with visually impaired in-
dividuals or puzzle organiza-
tions, so we can understand
their individual needs and
show them our own software.
Your support in this project

would enable us to compen-
sate for the reduction or loss
of visual perception and, we
believe, to integrate those vi-
sually impaired puzzlers fully
into the society of puzzle
solvers. I would like to thank
you all for your cooperation.
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WPC 2008 - INDIVIDUAL RESULTS
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WPC 2008 - TEAM RESULTS

Mehmet Murat Sevim, Ulrich Voight and Roger Barkan
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WPC 2008 - TEAMS

Turkey - (not in order) Ferhat Calapkulu, Mehmet Murat
Sevim, Salih Alan, Gulce Ozkutuk, Baris Cakmak,
Kamer Alyanakyan.

Hungary - (not in order) Zoltan Nemeth, Pal Madarassy,
Gyrgy Istvan, Zoltan Horvath.

Ukraine - (not in order) Olena Bunkievich, Oleksander
Shkolnikov, Sergy Podshyvalov, Georgiy Kassabli.

Russia- (not in order) Evgeny Bekishev, Alexey Oleshov,
Riad Khanmagomedov, Andrey Lemesh.

Belarus- (not in order) Vladimir Portugalov, Maksim
Rutkovsky, Olga Shut, Konstantin Mihalev, Alexey
Kravchenko.

France - Frederique Rogeaux, Aline Koch, Sebastien
Benso, Jean-Christophe Novelli.

Serbia - Nikola Živanović, Čedomir Milanović, Dragan
Tolomanovski, Marko Obradović, Zoran Tanasić.

UK - (not in order) Steven Barge, George Danker,
Simon Anthony, Keneth Willshire.
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WPC 2008 - TEAMS

Czech Republic - Jan Novotny, Jana Tylova, Vitezskav
Koudelka, Petr Nepovim, Robert Babilon.

Austria - Stefan Leopoldseder, Eva Schuchert, Sabine
Hanusch, Matthias Reichmayr.

Finland - (not in order) Juha Hyvonen, Jouni Sarki-
jarvi,Markku Lahti, Liisa Sarakontu, Eeva Terasvuori.

Japan - (not in order) Hideaki Jo, Juka Sugimura, Juhei
Kusui, Tetsuya Nishio, Maho Yokota.

Italy - (not in order) Michele Nessi, Stefano Forcolin,
Gabriele Quaresima, Gabriele Simionato.

Bulgaria - Georgi Benev, Galina Cherneva, Antun Titov,
Deyan Razsadov.

Germany - Ulrich Voight, Susanne Koderisch, Florian
Kirch, Michael Ley.

Slovakia - (not in order) Stefan Gaspar, Jan Farkas,
Martin Kollar, Matus Demiger, Blanka Lehotska, Peter
Hudak.
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WPC 2008 - TEAMS

Romania - Stellian-Radu Cacuci, Florentina Varga. Estonia - (not in order) Aivar Pardla, Rauno Parnits,
Urmas Raude, Ain Salula, Janus Laidna.

Canada - (not in order) Derek Kisman, David Baines,
John Wetmiller, Martin Pei.  

Netherlands - (not in order) Jan Lam, Marcel Van 
Asperen, Hans Eendebak, Rick Uppelschoten, Niels
Roest.

Belgium - (not in order) Eric Latteur, Patrick Browaeys. Poland - (not in order) Przmeyslaw Debiak, 
Jan Mrozowski, Jacek Szczap, Agnieszka Buczma,
Tomasz Krajewski.

Croatia - Valter Kvalić, Goran Vodopija, Sanda Reić-
Tomaš, Pero Galogaža, Zrinka Kokot, Luka Pavičić,
Gordan Knežević.

USA - Thomas Snyder, Roger Barkan, Zack Butler, Nick
Baxter, Wei Hwa Huang, Stanley Newman, Helene Hov-
anec, Will Shortz, Nancy Schuster.
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WPC 2008 - TEAMS

India - (not in order) Rohan Rao, Jaipal Reddy, Mogili
Gundla, Lenson Andrade.
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WSC 2009 
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WSC 2009 
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WSC 2009 

Ahmed 
Assalih form

Morocco, first
African take
part on the

WSC

Vincent
Bertrand,
fastes sudoku
solver
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WSC 2009 
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ARGENTINA
EDICIONES DE MENTE
Address:
Corrientes 1312 - 8o
C1043ABN Buenos Aires
Argentina
Contact:
Mr. Jaime Poniachik, Direc-
torPhone:
+54.11.43747907Fax:
+54.11.43743829
E-mail:
poniachik@fibertel.com.ar

AUSTRALIA
COOCH CREATIVE PTY
LTD
Address:
PO BOX 2001 Church
lands Western Australia,
6018 Australia
Contact:
Mr. Mick Colliss, Director
Phone: +61.8.93837350
Fax: +61.8.93837351
E-mail:
mick@cooch.com.au

AUSTRIA
DeBerners Werbung &
Grafik GmbH
Address:
Winkler Strasse 936
A-8962 Gröbming 
Austria
Contact:
Mr. Michael Riemann, Or-
ganisation WPF events
Phone: +49 6349 929 440
Fax: +49 6349 929 442
E-mail:
mike.riemann@web.de

BANGLADESH
The Daily Prothom-Alo
Address:
CA Bhaban 100 Kazi
Nazrul Islam Avenue 
Karwan Bazar Dhaka 
Bangladesh 
Contact:
Mr. Shaiful Azim, Event
manager
Cell: +88.017.13.067606
E-mail: event@prothom-
alo.com 

BELGIUM
Keesing Publishers
Address:
Bisschoppenhoflaan 383
2100 Deurne Belgium
Contact:
Mr. Stefaan Cornilly, Man-
aging Director 
Tel: +32.(0)3.360 51 00
Fax: +32.(0)3.324 38 98
E-mail:
s.cornilly@keesing.be

BRAZIL
Ediouro Publicações
Address:
Rua Nova Jerusalém, 345
Bonsucesso Rio de
Janeiro/RJ CEP 21042-235
Brazil
Contact:
Ms. Diana Baptista
Tel: +55-21-3882-8394 
Fax: +55-21-2290-7185 
E-mail:
dianabaptista@ediouro.co
m.br

BULGARIA 
Mensa - Bulgaria
Address:
Mensa - Bulgaria
c-x Levski-G bl.31 entr.A
apt.32 Sofia Bulgaria
Contact:
Mr. Deyan Razsadov, vice-
chairman
Tel: +359.88.8640970 
E-mail: deyan@puzzle-
bg.com

CANADA
Sudoku Champions
Canada 
Address:
Sudoku Champions
Canada2 4-2430 Wilson
Ave. Port Coquitlam, BC
V3C 1Z6 Canada
Contact:
Mr. Peter Kmet, Director,
Programmer
Tel: +1.604.304 7117
E-mail: peter@sudoku-
champions.ca

CHINA
Beijing (News Group)
Puzzler Club
Address:
Floor 4, East Wing, Oriental
Square 8 - 16 Dongdan
Santiao, East City District
Beijing 100005
The Peoples’ Republic of
China
Contact:
Mr. Zhang Weixiong, presi-
dent 
Mr. George Xingcun Wang,
vice-president in charge of
international affairs 
Tel: +00.44.2089770236
E-mail:
icb.uk.office@gmail.com 

CHINESE TAIPEI
Taiwan Sudoku 
Association 
Address:
No.2, Ln. 11, Sec. 3,
Zhongshan Rd., Hukou
Township Hsinchu County
303 Chinese Taipei 
Contact:
Mr. Oddest Wu, president 
Telephone: +88635991030 
Fax: +88635991030 
E-mail:
oddest.wu@msa.hinet.net 

COLOMBIA
Grupo Editorial Adria
Ltda (GEA)
Address:
Carrera 44 Nr. 13-77
Bogota Colombia
Contact:
Mr. Domingo Jaramillo,
manager
Tel: +571.268.5529
Fax: +571.268.5529
E-mail:
djaramillo@grupoadria.com

CROATIA
Hrvatski Zagonetacki
Savez (Croatian Puzzle
Federation)
Address:
FENIKS, Pero Galogaza
Hrvatski Zagonetacki Savez
Zvonimirova 20 A 51000 Ri-
jeka Croatia
Contact:
Mr. Pero Galogaza, presi-
dent
Tel: +38.551650105
Fax: +38.551672114
E-mail: nl-feniks@novi-
list.htnet.hr

CHECH REPUBLIC
SCHAK (Svaz ceskych
hádankáru a krízovkáru)
Address:
Brigadniku 2919/69 100 00
Praha 10 Czech Republic
Contact:
Mr. Vítezslav Koudelka,
chairman WPF
KIRA Publishing House
Horova 73 616 00 Brno 16
Czech Republic
Tel: +420.546 210 175
Fax: +420.546 210 175 
E-mail: kira@kira.cz

DENMARK
Keesing Krydsordsfor-
laget A/S
Address:
Bernhard Bangs Alle 23
DK-2000 Frederiksberg
Denmark 
Contact:
Mr. Kim Gleerup, General
Manager
Phone: +45 3818 3817
Fax: +45 3888 7032
E-mail:
k.gleerup@keesing.dk

ESTONIA
As Kuma
Address:
Pärnu tn 57 72712 Paide
Estonia 
Contact:
Mr. Jaanus Laidna, editor-
in-chief crossword maga-
zines
Tel: +372.383.8829
Fax: +372.383.8806
E-mail: jaanus@kuma.ee

FINLAND
Suomen puzzle-harrasta-
jat Ahaa!
( Finnish Puzzle Associa-
tion Aha! )
Address:
AHAA-lehti  Paukkapojantie
6  FIN-90800 OULU 
Finland 
Contact:
Mr. J.P. Ikäheimonen
Tel, gsm: +358-40-738
5138
E-mail:
jp.ikaheimonen@elisanet.fi

PRESENT MEMBERS
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FRANCE
KEESING FRANCE

Address:

9, place Marie-Jeanne Bas-
sot 92693 Levallois-Perret
Cedex FRANCE
Contact:

Vincent Riviere, editor
Tel: +33.1.41490959
Fax: +33.1.41490989
E-mail: vriviere@keesing.fr

GERMANY
Logic Masters Deutsch-
land e.V. 
Address:
Kleiststr. 2 50321 Brühl 
Germany
Contact:
Johannes Susen, Chairman
Tel: +49.2232.942509
Fax: +49.2232.942508
E-mail: kontakt@logic-mas-
ters.de

HUNGARY
Rejtvényfejtõk Országos
Egyesülete
(Hungarian Puzzlers’ As-
sociation)
Address:
ROE POB. 13 1752 Bu-
dapest Hungary
Contact:
Mr. György István, presi-
dent
Phone: +36-1-210-3956
Fax: +36-1-210-3956
E-mail: roe@chello.hu

INDIA
Novax Media Pvt. Ltd.
Address:
No. 1240, 10th Main,
12th ‘B’ Cross, II Stage
West of Chord Road
Bangalore 560086
INDIA
Contact:
Mr. Hendrik Hardeman,
Managing Director
Tel: +91.80.23498695
Fax: N/A
E-mail: hendrik.harde-
man@gmail.com

ITALY
Nonzero srl
Address:
Viale Sondrio 7 20124 Mi-
lano ITALY
Contact:
Riccardo Albini, Publishing
Director
Tel: +39 0245495151
Fax: +39 025495303
E-mail: ralbini@nonzero.it

JAPAN
Sekaibunka Publishing
Inc.
Address:
4 - 2 - 29 Kudan-kita Chiy-
oda-ku 102-8187 Tokyo
Japan
Contact:
Tsutomu Takema, editor-in-
chief
Tel: +81.3.3262.5125
Fax: +81.3.3262.5330
E-mail: puzzle@sekai-
bunka.co.jp

KOREA
Puzzleland Co.
Address:
#501, Joongang building,
44-26 Youido-dong
Yeodegpo-gu Seoul 150-
741 KOREA 
Contact:
Mr. J. B. Park, Director
Phone: 82.2.761.2071
Fax: 82.2.761.2073
E-mail:
paco@puzzleland.co.kr

LATVIA
Sia Kuma
Address:
Rinuzu iela 22-44 Riga
LV-1015 LATVIA 
Contact:
Mr. Ricards Korallis, editor
crossword magazines 
Phone: +371.9494.517
Fax: +371.734.2879
E-mail: korallis@kuma.lv

LEBANON
Implicit Consultants Sarl 
Address:
Sin El Fil, Technomania
bldg, 5th floor PO Box: 90 -
1774 Jdeideh LEBANON
Contact:
Ms. Elsa Hajjar, Project
Manager
Phone: +961-1-480 200
Fax: +961-1-48 89 89
E-mail: implicit@idm.net.lb

LITHUANIA
Lithuania puzzle club
Address:
Naugarduko str. 99-306
Vilnius Lithuania
Post Address: PO BOX 921
LT - 04016 Vilnius - 50
Lithuania 
Contact:
Mr. Vaidas Rimkus, Presi-
dent 
Mobile Phone:
+370.65220963
Fax: +370 5 2784387
E-mail: info@galvosukiai.lt

LUXEMBOURG
Sudoku Luxembourg
a.s.b.l.
Address:
1a, rue de Marcinelle 
L-4234 Esch-sur-Alzette-
Contact:
Romain Keiser, president 
Phone: (+352) 621 192 526 
Email: keiserr@pt.lu 

MALAYSIA
iMINDgination Sdn Bhd
Address:
iMINDgination Sdn Bhd
15 & 17, Jalan Gangsa
SD5/3G
Bandar Sri Damansara
52200 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
Contact:
Mr. Low Keng Lok; Director
Phone: +6019 2749363
Fax: +603 62747876
E-mail: kenglok@tm.net.my

PERU
Revista Mente Brillante
(Servicios Educativos
Gauss S. A.)
Address:
Jiron Pukin 131
Urbanizacion Tungasuca
Distrito Carabayllo - Lima 6
Lima Peru
Contact:
Aurelio Chavez, director of
the Magazine
Tel: +511.5431191
Fax: +511.5430019
E-mail: mentebrillante@in-
fonegocio.net.pe

PHILLIPINES
Mathematics Trainers’
Guild, Philippines
Address:
c/o Zamboanga Chong Hua
High School
General Vicente Alvarez St
7000 Zamboanga City
Philippines
Contact:
Dr. Simon L. Chua, presi-
dent
Tel: +63.629923045 /
+63.9178479525
Fax: +63.629923045
E-mail:
simon_l_chua@yahoo.com

POLAND
SFINKS
Polish Society of Games
and Puzzle Fans
www.sfinks.org.pl
Address:
ul. Bialostocka 9/184
03-741 Warszawa
Poland
Contact:
Mr. Jacek Szczap, Presi-
dent
Tel: +48.22.6180090
Tel GSM: +48.501723622
E-mail: jszczap@medi-
agames.pl 

PORTUGAL
FUN - COMUNICAÇAO E
EVENTOS, LDA.
Address:
Rua A Gazeta de Oeiras, 2 -
3º A  A Edifício Horizonte
2780-171 Oeiras
Portugal 
Contact:
Ms. Georgina Lima, Events
Assistant
Tel: +351 21 441 81 82
Fax: +351 21 441 82 83
E-mail: mail@fun.pt 

ROMANIA
Asociatia “Logic Club” 
Address:
Str. ALUMINEI nr. 68, bl. B-
4, sc. B, ap. 4 ORADEA,
jud. BIHOR, cod 410313
ROMANIA
Contact:
Mr. Stelian-Radu Cacuci,
president 
Tel: +40.744.346696 (mo-
bile) 
Fax: +40.259.437537 
E-mail:
logic.club@gmail.com

PRESENT MEMBERS
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RUSSIA
Logos Media Publishing
Group
Address:
49-1, Vyatskaya str.
Moscow, 125015 Russia
Contact:
Ms. Olga Leontieva, editor
Tel: +7.095.932.7968
Fax: +7.095.974.7900
E-mail: 9360.g23@g23.rel-
com.ru

SERBIA
Savez zagonetaca Srbije
(SZS)
Address:
Narodnog fronta 18
21000 Novi Sad Serbia
Contact:
Mr. Zoran Tanasic, Presi-
dent 
Tel: +381.63.604014 
Fax: +381.21.528525 
E-mail: zoran.tanasic@li-
paks.co.yu

SINGAPORE
Affinity Education Place
Address:
32 Wallich Street 
#03 - 61, Wallich Building
Singapore 078880 
Contact:
Mr. Quek Ee Meng, Princi-
ple of the school
Tel: +(65) 9793 5385
Fax: +(65) 6744 3338
E-mail:
qeemeng@singnet.com.sg

SLOVAKIA
Slovenský zväz há-
dankárov a krížovkárov
Visiting 
Address:
M. Dulu 34 / 74 MARTIN,
036 08 SLOVAKIA
Contact:
Mr. Ján Farkas, chairman
Tel: +421.902.264247 
E-mail: szhk@szhk.sk

SPAIN
Ediciones Primera plana
S.A.
Address:
Consell de cent, 425 08009
Barcelona ID-number: A-
28557908 Spain
Contact:
Ms. Nuria Quiñones
Tel: +34.93.265.5353
Fax: +34.93.484.6533 
E-mail: nquinones@elperiod-
ico.com

SWITZERLAND
Swiss Puzzle Federation
Address:
Rue Gustave-Moynier 1
1202 Geneva
Switzerland
Contact:
Mr. Mark Stenzler, Presi-
dent
Phone: +41 1 940 0728
E-mail: puzzles@active.ch

THAILAND
Thailand Crossword
Game, A-Math, Kumkom,
and Sudoku Association
Address:
631, 633, 635 Rama 3
Road Bangpongpang, Yan-
nawa Bangkok 10120
Thailand
Contact:
Mr. Amnuay Ploysangnam,
president 
Phone: +66.2.6819971
Fax: +66.2.6819974 
E-mail: info@thaicross-
word.com

THE NETHER-
LANDS
Keesing Nederland bv
(Puzzelsport)
Visiting Address:
Hogehilweg 13
1101 CA Amsterdam
The Netherlands
Address:
Postbus 1118
1000 BC Amsterdam
The Netherlands
Contact:
Jan Lam, managing editor
Tel: +31 (0)20 5641 840
Fax: +31 (0)20 5641 845
E-mail: j.lam@keesing.nl

TURKEY
Akıl Oyunları Ltd. Şti.
Address:
Caferağa Mah. Arayıcıbaşı
Sok. No:15/3
Kadıköy 34710 Istanbul
TURKEY
Contact:
Mr. Kamer Alyanakyan,
Managing Director
Tel: +90 (216) 450-3055 
Mobile: +90 (533) 560-3004 
Fax: +90 (216) 450-3053 
E-mail: kamer@akiloyun-
lari.com

UKRAINE
Publishing House “TV-
Park” -
“Crosswords&Puzzles”
Newspaper
Address:
Publishing House “TV-Park”
- “Crosswords&Puzzles”
Newspaper
Contact:
Ms. Irene Kiryatskaya, Edi-
tor-in-Chief 6 Krasnykh
Kazakov Avenue
Kyiv 04073 Ukraine
Contact:
Mr. Serhiy Grabarchuk, Ad-
viser
Tel: +380-31-2-671876
Fax: +380-31-2-671876
E-mail: serhiy-
g@karpaty.uzhgorod.ua

UNITED KINGDOM
Puzzler Media
Address:
Stonecroft 69 Station Road
Redhill RH1 1EY Surrey
United Kingdom
Contact:
Mr. Tim Preston, Publishing
Director
Tel: +44.1737.378730
Fax: +44.1737.781800
E-mail: tim.preston@puz-
zlermedia.com

URUGUAY
Grupo Ingenio Uruguay
Address:
Javier de Viana 2356
Montevideo , Postal Code
11222 Uruguay
Contact:
Ms. Débora Saviotti, Board
Director
Tel: +598.2.613.5639 
Fax: +598.2.411.7743
E-mail: home@grupoinge-
niouruguay.com
Website:
http://www.grupoingeniou-
ruguay.com

U.S.A.
U.S. Puzzle Champi-
onship 
Address:
Will Shortz
55 Great Oak Lane
Pleasantville, NY 10570
U.S.A.
Contact:
Mr. Will Shortz, Director
Tel: +1.914.769 9128
Fax: +1.914.769 9128
E-mail: wshortz@aol.com

PRESENT MEMBERS
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1. RECTANGLES 2. ARROWS

3. KAKURO

SOLUTIONS

4. STAR BATTLE

5. ARITHMETIC SQUARE
6. SUMSCRAPERS

puzllle 14:Layout 1  10/28/2009  2:24 AM  Page 30



WPF Newsletter 14 - October 2009   31

WPC 2008 MINSK
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World Puzzle Federation Head Office
Kruislan419 - 1098 VA Amsterdam - The netherlands
Tel/Fax: +31.20.8884643 - E-mail: office@worldpuzzle.org

www.worldpuzzle.org
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